10 Reasons to visit Argentina
in November

Argentina is an incredible place to visit, yet there are some
times of the year that are better than others.

Here is the rundown on what to do, where to go and why
‘November’ is the best month to plan your visit to Argentina.

# 1. Whales watching, Peninsula
Valdes

The whales come into the Peninsula Valdes with their newly
born calves on their journey to the Antarctic. It is here they
stay here for a time in safer, nutrient-rich waters while the
calves grow, before moving further south in December.

To go and see them this closely is a once
in a lifetime opportunity that can’t be
missed. I went out with a local company
called ‘Botazzi’. We were very respectful
of the whales by not going too close to
the whales, as we didn’t want to infringe
on their space. However, they did come up
to us, to hang out near the boat.

We were surrounded by 7 whales with their calves. The mothers
were diving for food, while their young stayed near the
surface.

These elegant masters of the sea were continually singing to
their young and communicating with each other. Surrounding us
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with a mystical orchestra of whale sounds. There wasn’t a
person on the boat who wasn’t touched by the experience.

Orca Whales:

There is also the opportunity at this time of the year to go
and watch the Orca whales, which I didn’t take. The Orca’s
come up at this time of the year to feed on the sea lions and
penguins that come into the area. For them, it’s a seasonal
buffet of wildlife, and they come all the way up into the
shallow water to snap up their next meal. However, be sure
you have a strong stomach (unlike me) as it is nature at its
rawest and most brutal.

If you are staying in the area for a night, I recommend you
stay at La Casona Del Rio — a family B&B. You’ll feel at so
at home you may never want to leave.

# 2. Gaucho Festival, San Antonio
de Aerco

The Festival de Tradition (Gaucho Festival) is a modest local
affair, it was surprising how few locals in Buenos Aires are
aware of it or come to see it. It’s normally on around the
10th — 11th of November and may be moved if it is raining.
For 2018 you can find further details here.

San Antonio de Areco is a small
country town that comes to life
while the event 1is in town.
There are a few local shops that
sell traditional Argentina wares
such as Mate’s, Silver jewellery
and leatherwear.
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It also has a unique Gaucho Museum in homage to the famous
Gaucho’s (cowboys) of the countryside that is worth visiting.
The event is held behind the museum.

It is the event of the year where all the local Gauchos
compete against each other in some of the riskiest feats on
horseback you are ever likely to see.

It is Argentine country life at it’s most laid back and
finest, you’ll find kids and whole families turning up on
their horse. Everyone drinking the famous yerba mate, and of
course, there is a big Asado (BBQ — if you are vegetarian
bring your own sandwich) to enjoy.

You can easily catch the bus up to San Antonia, attending the
event itself is free. If you’'’d like to book a tour or visit a
local working farm for a day out and a BBQ this local tour
company ‘Areco Tradicion’ can help you organise it.

# 3. Polo Open, Buenos Aires

The Polo in Argentina is the finest in the world. Most of the
top international polo players are Argentine and spend most of
the year playing in abroad. Yet they always come home to play
in the Argentine Open which in November/ December. So it'’s
the best against the best, which will have you sitting on the
edge of your seat throughout the game.

While in many countries Polo is a luxury affair, in Argentina
you can have it any which way. On the one side of the field,
you have the stands which cost a bit more than the normal
seats and you’ll be surrounded by more foreigners and affluent
Argentines.
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On the other hand, you can get the cheaper tickets. These
tickets give you access to the side seats, that are closer to
the field and the horses and in the middle of the Gauchos and
campesinos (country folk).

At halftime, everyone rushes to the bar where it’s a just one
big gathering of polo fans. 1It’'’s a serious sport and a
dangerous one — which is why the risk-taking, fearless
Argentines excel in it — and who make it a pleasure to watch.

The event is spread over 4 weeks, and most locals only attend
the finals, so tickets are easily purchased at the gate before
the game.

To find the most up-to-date information visit the website of
the National Polo Association Argentina.

Best hotel to stay in while in Buenos Aires while rubbing
shoulders with the Poloista’s or at least other polo fans is
the Faena Hotel in Puerto Madero.

# 4. Jacaranda’s are 1in Bloom

While this may not sound like much, it will be when you see it
for yourself. Most large cities with a similar population
look and feel like concrete jungles. Not Buenos Aires,
throughout summer the trees give you shade and shield your
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view of the buildings behind them.

Yet in November the Jacarandas come into bloom and throughout
the city and Puerto Madero you will come across a whole sea of
Purple Flowers.

These contrasts assure that every photo will have a touch of
contrast and magic.

# 5. International Jazz Festival,
BsAs

For anyone who is into Jazz or live music — the biggest Jazz
Festival in Argentina takes place in November. It supports
both national and international artists, playing everything
from Jazz to bebop and Nuevo Tango.
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With many of the events being free to
attend. The program is available on the
government’s website, where you can find
this year’s dates, bands, and venues.

Another live music experience that you can see any time of the
year is Fernando Fierro, who started off their careers at the
San Telmo markets. As their popularity grew they opened their
own venue and offer the best alternative tango night and
experience in Buenos Aires.

To get into the flavour of the Tango, before you go, be sure
to read the Tango Singer.

# 6. Gay Pride, Buenos Aires

Gay Pride takes place annually in November celebrating not
only the one day, but there are plenty of celebrations spread
out over the week.

The parade starts at the Governments Casa Rosada (Pink House)
and takes over the city from there. You can find more
information here.

# 7. Night of the Museums

Buenos Aires is one of the most nocturnal cities you will ever
visit, with most tango bars opening between 1-2 am (yes that
is very late at night or early in the morning).

Yet, while you can visit a Milonga (tango club) anytime, the
Night of the Museums is on once a year.

All the museums are open and many have special events to
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celebrate the evening. Free buses and local taxis can take you
from one spot to another, and their website has a map with all
the museums participating.

# 8. Iguazu Waterfalls

November is a great time as it’'s just at the end of winter and
heading into summer. These are some of the most stunning
waterfalls in the world.

There 1s a discrepancy between Brazil and Argentina both
claiming their side is the best. I advise you to make that
decision for yourself. There are many tours taking you from
one side of the other, or you can organise this for yourself.

Keep in mind that you may need a visa if going into Brazilian
side depending on where you are from. This can change at any
time, so if you would like to go to both sides it is worth
investigating before you go.
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Staying at the La Aldea de la Selva hotel puts you in the

middle of the Forest near the falls, which means you can enjoy
nature and the butterflies while having breakfast in the
garden.

# 9. Punta del Este, Uruguay

Ok, I realize this isn’t Argentina. However, due to the amount
of Argentines there in January, it feels 1like it’s an
extension of Buenos Aires.

While getting an affordable place to stay here in December or
January in near impossible. So November is the perfect time
to visit as everything is open and won’t break your budget.

If you are looking to escape Buenos Aires for a day catch the
Buguebus over to Colonia for a day. It is an old colonial
Portuguese town with art galleries, craft shops, and great
restaurants.
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# 10. Patagonia

By November the snow has cleared off the mountains and the sun
golden rays will be bouncing off the lakes. Hiking paths will
be open or you can sit inside, kick back and enjoy the
incredible views.

This is the place for fishing, hiking and nature enthusiasts.
One of the most spectacular trips to make is the drive through
the Seven Lakes, this will take you past some of the most
spectacular lakes in Patagonia.

For places to stay and use as a base Bariloche is a mini-Latin
Switzerland, with wooden houses and chocolate shops. Most
ideal hotel is Hotel Tunquelén*, perfect views over the lake
of the mountains.
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Do you want to know more about Argentina? Check this out:
Things to do in Salta

Photo of Iguazu by Julia Caesar on Unsplash
Photo of Pantagonia by Delfina Iacub on Unsplash

Armchair Travellers guide to
Argentina

Have you ever dreamt of visiting Argentina? Perhaps interested
in an insider’s perspective to this fascinating country? Have
you ever pondered about why Evita and Che are either
fanatically loved or hated?

Or perhaps you are look for inspiration for an upcoming trip
to Argentina? Any which way, this Armchair Traveller’s Guide
to Argentina is the ideally place to start exploring the
country from the comfort of home.
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Books and movies can paint a history like no other. They give
you an understanding of a countries like Argentina’s colourful
past, its challenges and dictatorships, its culture and why it
is the way it is today.

The best books about, or written by
Argentine’s:

JORGE LUIS

BORGES

You might not have heard about many Argentine writers, the
country and it’s dark past have produced some of the best in
the world. One of the most renowned and one worth reading is
Jorge Luis Borges. He writes like none other.

From The Aleph and Other Stories (Penguin Classics) to his

collected library of short stories and poetry. His work 1is
simply mesmerising, and he 1is one of the most under

appreciated yet spectacular writers and thinkers of his time.

His thoughts, mind and work have a multitude of layers that
are both enticing and profound. Every time you read one of his
stories you’'ll see new dimensions, ideas and provocative
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metaphysical concepts. His poetry on suburban streets of
Buenos Aires where he lived, adds a richness to the city that
assure you’'ll never see them in the same light again.

If you've seen the magic weaved by the tango or the eloquence
in a game of polo; it is this same grace, flow and passion
that Jorge Borges brings to his writing. A fascinating writer
that will share Argentina and all its charm with you like no
other.

Without the streets or dusks of Buenos Aires, a tango cannot
be written. - Jorge Luis Borges Click To Tweet

The Tango Singer

Tomas Eloy Martinez

If you are looking for a book that
captures and brings to life the
rawness of energy that 1is Buenos
Aires, this is it. You can almost
feel the energy emanating off the
pages and through the dance and music
of the tango. The heaviness that
borders on a dramatic, always serious
yet spellbinding dance between two
dancers. This book, will leave you a
little breathless for the city, the
tango, for the music, and for life.
e At the end you won'’t believe it was
all fiction, it feels so real, as though you had lived it.
It’s not. It is just a exceptional well told story, yet it is
so captivating you can’t help but wish it to real, and that
the book would last forever. It’s the perfect read whether you
love the tango, exceptional stories or Argentina. Buy the book
or find out more about it on Amazon: The Tango Singer

{THE TANGO
SINGER

IDMﬁ.Sr'EL{I"I' MARTINEZ
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Santa Evita
Tomas Eloy Martinez
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This is fiction rather than being a biographical account about
the life of Evita Peron, and written by an Argentine living
abroad. This may grant him a little more creative license than
if he were living in Argentina. It doesn’t stop this book from
being both a compelling read. There are a lot of books written
about Evita, and like Che, you either like her or you don’'t.
The reality is that there is not much information available as
Evita Perez. Evita, herself either omitted it or changed it,
to suit the picture she wanted to present to the world. So
most books on the subject are heavily biased opinions of the
writers perspective. This book and period in history shaped
much of modern Argentina — as did the story of Evita, which is
why it’s highly recommended. It’s a hard book to find, I
suggest looking it up on Abe books: Santa Evita

Che Guevara: A Revolutionary Life

John Lee Anderson

Che is either loved or loathed, and you’ll
get a very different point of view on why
depending on who you ask. It’s best to
read up and learn as much as you can
before defending or jumping into arguments
on this touchy subject. This biography is
one of the best and unbiased on the
market. It is also the largest, and most
in-depth, so best read from the comfort of home rather than
carrying it around in your backpack.
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There are points of
this time period
that were new to
me, and rarely
mentioned in our
history books.
Despite some of the
atrocities

committed in his
name, Che fought
for his beliefs,
took action where
others dare not, he
gave his life fully
to the end for a
higher ideal. He
saw and understood
first hand what the
ARMCHAIR TRAVELLERS American placed

dictators were

’ ’ doing to Latin
a"/ﬁﬂ& (9' W America, and took

steps to create

WWW.TRAVELMOVELIVE.COM change where he was
able.

A poetic hero, fighting for justice in a rather unjust and
corrupt world. For anyone who wants to get to know the man
behind the story. You can find out more: Che: A revolutionary
life

For those interested in more information on Latin American
History, and how that history formed revolutionaries like Che
Guevara. The best book is: Open Veins of Latin America. It is
a real eye-opener as to the use and abuse of the resources and
people in Latin America, long after the Spanish conquest.
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Further Famous books already well noted, and written about
that are also worth a mention on this reading list are:

» Motorcycle Diaries: This covers the years of Che’s
early adulthood and much of the text was based on his
diaries that he wrote while travelling through South
America on his Motorcycle. This has since also been
turned into a film, it is available on Prime or DVD.

= In Patagonia: Bruce Chatwin’s is one of the best travel
writers in the world. This book in without a doubt one
of the most well quoted and famous book on and about his
travels through Patagonia.

Experience Argentina through Film

Not all good writers in Argentina are novelists, some are
brilliant film makers. A few films like the Nine Queens have
been copied, but the English version just isn’t the same.

The history and humour of the Argentines goes deep, and there
are some idiosyncrasies that you get about the culture that
you just wont’ get elsewhere.
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Here are a few of my favourite films.

The Nine Queens: The story on and about a bank robbery, it’s
the most famous Argentine film. It’s on the humourous side,
but also is just a cracking story about a some would be slick
robbers and the many failures they make.

Igualita de Mi: A favourite comedy, about someone who
believes himself to be a bit of ladies man. You’ll meet a few
of these characters if you do ever go to Argentina, the would
be smooth talkers. This movies put them in the funniest light
and it a perfect romantic story with a lot of unexpected
twists.

A boyfriend for my wife: Another great romantic comedy with a
few of Argentina’s best actors. The Argentine’s have a way of
bringing a story that you’ll never find in a Hollywood movie —
which is what makes them so incredibly funny.

The Official Story, looks into once of the sadder aspects of
the adoptions of children of ‘the disappeared one’s’ by
wealthier or military families at the time of Argentina’s
dictatorship in the 1970s. This is the story of a mother of
one such adoptee who tries to look into the Official story of
what was going on at the time. While it was a shocking period
in Argentina’s history, these adoptions and the disappeared
one’s was real.

The son of the Bride: A look at how crazy that family and life
can get Argentine style.



https://amzn.to/2xtdsr1
https://amzn.to/2XyPUeS
https://amzn.to/2K0HR2z
https://amzn.to/34uCUIP
https://amzn.to/3a5EbqS

Did you know Argentinian’s love to
Read?

Argentine’s love to read and will be happy to discuss a wide
range of books they’ve read. The upside of this also means
that you’ll find bookshops all over the country. One of my
favourite bookshops in Buenos Aires is the_El Ateneo Grand
Splendid Bookstore. In it’s previous life it was an old
theatre that has been transformed into one of the most
stunning bookshops. Its the perfect way to spend an afternoon.

If you to make it to Argentina and are looking for English
books, you’ll find them at Walrus Books, San Telmo in Buenos
Aires. They have an excellent selection of new and second-
hand books.
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In Summary:

So, whether you are planning or dreaming about Argentina, it
is worth reading up on its literature. Take the opportunity to
see the city of Buenos Aires through the eyes of Borges.

The tales in these books are so well weaved that you will see
the city and country in ways you had not believed possible in
such a short time. You will feel as though you’ve walked the
streets. Had the tango dance a beat on your heart and a touch
of revolutionary spirit will stir your soul.

Books and movies can unlock a richer experience of a country,
a view behind the veil,this 1list on and about Argentina will
the key.

Of course if you’d like to visit, be sure to check out why
November is the best time to visit Argentina. If you are are
considering moving there, here’s a The reality of Living and
Moving to Argentina.

Or if you just want to escape some more from the comfort of
home, I also have a Armchair Travellers Guide to England.
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Going back 1in Time from
Buenos Aires to Colonia de
Sacramento

Sometimes the best thing to
do i1n Buenos Aires 1s to get
out of town.

Buenos Aires is many things; bustling and vibrant and at times
overwhelming.

When the city starts to feel crowded, the best thing to do in
the city is to get out. And the quickest and easiest way to do
this is to visit Colonia del Sacramento in Uruguay. Which is a
hop skip and a boat (buquebus) ride away.

TIP: If it’s a windy day take the normal boat and not the
hydrofoil. Unless you have a hardy stomach and don’t mind all
the people around you who do not.
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Go for a day - I promise
it’1l feel 1like a week. The
benefits of time-travel.

[x]

Historic centre

Colonia 1s the polar opposite to Buenos Aires. The
tranquillity and change of atmosphere is notable from the
moment you disembark.

It's as though you’ve time-travelled back in time. To an era
when people walk slower, talk slower and live slower. The
antique cars seem to be stuck in a time-warp, to the point
that they are sprouting weeds.

You can these cars parked in front of the old colonial houses
that add an artful flavour to the place. And turns even an
amateur photographer into a professional.

It'’s a small pueblo (town), and while they’ll try to rent you
a bike, moped or car when you get off the boat, there’s not a
real need. Best advice is to get a map, turn to the left and
mosey into town which is a mere 5 minute walk.

Visiting the UNESCO site of
Colonia de Sacramento

B

Colourful houses of Colonia

The road leads you straight to the Porton de Campo, which 1is
the Historic gateway into the old town center. It’s in these



cobblestone streets that all find quaint houses and places of
interest.

While the whole town is a living museum, there is a wide array
of small museums to cater for most every taste.

You can find these on the on the Museums of Colonia website
along with their opening times and details.

For instance, there 1is the; Portuguese Museum, Ceramic Museum,
Indigenous Museum, House of Nacarello (which also has a great
little garden) and many more.

When you tire of the museums, the lighthouse is also worth a
visit. If you're feeling energetic, you can climb to the top
and get a view across town and the rivers murky waters.

Yet, with so much to do in such a small place, Colonia is
where you’'ve come to relax. So you may also skip the museums.

Be sure to Relax! Slow down
and Enjoy.

x] It’s a barrio that inspires you to take your time, enjoy
the gardens and the local charm, wind down, and relax. At
this point, it might be time for a coffee or lunch.

The best spot for a coffee is a café on the waterfront called
Lenta Maravillas. It’s a local house that its owners open a
few days a week when it transforms into a cafe. And it’s here
where you will find the best cakes, décor, and food in
Colonia.

While the décor is enchanting, the best spot is outside in the
garden. where you can swing in a hammock or deck chair under
the willow trees, while the sailing boats and clouds float on

by.
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The craziness of the big city is soon forgotten and already
becoming a faint memory.

Once you’ve recharged, and regained your energy. There are a
few of the artisan stores, on the ‘Calle Real’. It’s the best
place to whittle away some time and dollars.

]

Modern and dated modes of
transport

After more ambling on this lazy day, it’s time to go and find
somewhere to eat. Be sure to keep your eye out for restaurants
offering asado (BBQ). One treat here that you won’t find in
Buenos Aires, is BBQ fish.

Finish off the day with a wander around the rest of town. Down
along the harbour is a great mix of old house, ruins, and
artwork.

To feel like you’'ve been away for weeks, you can always spend
the night. Posada Plaza Major is a lovely old hacienda and in
a central spot in town.

Yet, even if you don’t spend a night — you’ll find that even
after a mere day you’ll feel like you’ve been away for weeks.

Recharged and ready to rock the big city once more. You'll
arrive back in Buenos Aires and be ready for a few more rounds
of the bright big magical city.

x] Resources:

Buguebus Ferry & Bus Service between Buenos Aires and Colonia
a few times a day. Tip: Be sure to arrive with plenty of time
for immigration and the process of queuing to reserve, pay,
pick up ticket

Museums in Colonia website



http://www.posadaplazamayor.com/
https://www.buquebus.com/
http://www.museoscolonia.com.uy/

Playa Major Hotel



http://www.posadaplazamayor.com/

