An Enchanting place to stay
in Bangkok: Phranakorn
Nornlen

Welcome to
Phranakorn Nornlen

I spent days looking for somewhere decent to stay in Bangkok,
Thailand. I googled: Hidden oasis and unknown gem — as I was
determined to find a special, quiet place to relax after a
long flight. I also wanted something affordable, luxurious
yet with character and charm.. I searched and searched and
searched some more — it must exist.... I finally found it in
Phranakorn Nornlen.

I arrived with minimal expectations, and I realised I'd won
the jackpot in having found one of the most enchanting places
that I’'ve ever stayed (as an avid traveller, this 1is saying
something).

There is one big downside of Phranakorn Nornlen, that you may
never want to leave! I know I didn't (I actually extended my
first stay and made sure my return flight also passed through
Bangkok so I could go back for a few days)
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Every time I went into city of Bangkok, the hustling bustling
busyness and masses of people got to me, so I'd run back the
B&B, so I could spend more time there. Relaxing in their oasis
of calm and tranquility.

It is located not too far from Kaosan road, which is a short
10 minutes walk wat — yet it’s far enough away to avoid being
touristy. Everything from the divine ginger tea, mouthwatering
food, hangout area and small design details are beyond words.

Visit the barber
shop

Downstairs is made up to be an old market, so you have antique
mini stalls such as a barber shop, post office, corner store,
sewing room etc. it is playful, charming and eclectic.

And don’t get me started on the room design.. each room 1s
unique and 1is shabby chic meets industrial fun design. I
especially love, the details such as murals on the wall of
books shelves and butterflies. These look like they could come
to life any second. Books lamp, handmade shower curtains, bed
linen, in my room I even had an antique typewriter..

While my all time favorite part of staying at Phranakorn
Nornlen is that they also do creative workshops; tie-dye,
stamping, sewing or cooking. They have a timetable, pricing
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and enough to keep you or the kids busy.

- -

0ld tuk tuk

Luckily for me I was gifted a small bag for staying more than
two nights — filled with a hand cream, mosquito repellent and
hand fan all came to good use over the course of my stay in
Thailand.

There was also a lounge are downstairs with pillows, amidst
plants, swings and an antique tuk tuk. People were quietly
working on their laptop enjoying a local drink or just
recharging their batteries before heading back out into the
city for more site-seeing.

It may cost slightly more than normal Thai B&B, however I can
honestly say it is worth every penny. Phranakorn Nornlen has
not forgotten it’s all in the details; from the homely service
through to all it offers. It is an oasis in a city of
craziness, a hidden gem, and a real treat.

If you are ever in Bangkok you know where to go and I hope you
enjoy it as much as I did.

http://www.phranakorn-nornlen.com/ even their site is cute []
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The oasis garden

Bedroom murals

Enchanting
decor
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Token tuk tuk
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Traditional Entrance
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Butterfly

Going back 1in Time from
Buenos Aires to Colonia de
Sacramento

Sometimes the best thing to
do 1n Buenos Aires 1s to get
out of town.

Buenos Aires is many things; bustling and vibrant and at times
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overwhelming.

When the city starts to feel crowded, the best thing to do in
the city is to get out. And the quickest and easiest way to do
this is to visit Colonia del Sacramento in Uruguay. Which is a
hop skip and a boat (buquebus) ride away.

TIP: If it’s a windy day take the normal boat and not the
hydrofoil. Unless you have a hardy stomach and don’t mind all
the people around you who do not.

Go for a day - I promise
it’1ll feel 1like a week. The
benefits of time-travel.

[x]

Historic centre

Colonia 1s the polar opposite to Buenos Aires. The
tranquillity and change of atmosphere is notable from the
moment you disembark.

It’s as though you’ve time-travelled back in time. To an era
when people walk slower, talk slower and live slower. The
antique cars seem to be stuck in a time-warp, to the point
that they are sprouting weeds.

You can these cars parked in front of the old colonial houses
that add an artful flavour to the place. And turns even an
amateur photographer into a professional.

It's a small pueblo (town), and while they’ll try to rent you
a bike, moped or car when you get off the boat, there’s not a
real need. Best advice is to get a map, turn to the left and
mosey into town which is a mere 5 minute walk.


https://www.buquebus.com/

Visiting the UNESCO site of
Colonia de Sacramento

(x]
Colourful houses of Colonia

The road leads you straight to the Porton de Campo, which 1is
the Historic gateway into the old town center. It’s in these
cobblestone streets that all find quaint houses and places of
interest.

While the whole town is a living museum, there is a wide array
of small museums to cater for most every taste.

You can find these on the on the Museums of Colonia website
along with their opening times and details.

For instance, there is the; Portuguese Museum, Ceramic Museum,
Indigenous Museum, House of Nacarello (which also has a great
little garden) and many more.

When you tire of the museums, the lighthouse is also worth a
visit. If you’'re feeling energetic, you can climb to the top
and get a view across town and the rivers murky waters.

Yet, with so much to do in such a small place, Colonia 1is
where you’'ve come to relax. So you may also skip the museums.

Be sure to Relax! Slow down
and Enjoy.

] It’s a barrio that inspires you to take your time, enjoy
the gardens and the local charm, wind down, and relax. At
this point, it might be time for a coffee or lunch.
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The best spot for a coffee is a café on the waterfront called
Lenta Maravillas. It’s a local house that its owners open a
few days a week when it transforms into a cafe. And it’s here
where you will find the best cakes, décor, and food in
Colonia.

While the décor is enchanting, the best spot is outside in the
garden. where you can swing in a hammock or deck chair under
the willow trees, while the sailing boats and clouds float on

by.

The craziness of the big city is soon forgotten and already
becoming a faint memory.

Once you’ve recharged, and regained your energy. There are a
few of the artisan stores, on the ‘Calle Real’. It’s the best
place to whittle away some time and dollars.

(%]
Modern and dated modes of

transport

After more ambling on this lazy day, it’s time to go and find
somewhere to eat. Be sure to keep your eye out for restaurants
offering asado (BBQ). One treat here that you won’t find in
Buenos Aires, is BBQ fish.

Finish off the day with a wander around the rest of town. Down
along the harbour is a great mix of old house, ruins, and
artwork.

To feel like you’'ve been away for weeks, you can always spend
the night. Posada Plaza Major is a lovely old hacienda and in
a central spot in town.

Yet, even if you don’t spend a night — you’ll find that even
after a mere day you’ll feel like you’ve been away for weeks.

Recharged and ready to rock the big city once more. You'll
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arrive back in Buenos Aires and be ready for a few more rounds
of the bright big magical city.

x] Resources:

Buguebus Ferry & Bus Service between Buenos Aires and Colonia
a few times a day. Tip: Be sure to arrive with plenty of time
for immigration and the process of queuing to reserve, pay,
pick up ticket

Museums in Colonia website

Playa Major Hotel
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